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such an extent, that he was, as I have said, one of the
two witnesses of the frightful marriage of his Majesty
with Madame de Maintenon. He had the courage to
show he was worthy of this confidence, by representing
to the King the ignominy of declaring that marriage,
and drew from him his word, that never in his life
would he do so.

Several years afterwards, Louvois, who took care
to be well informed of all that passed in the palace,
found out that Madame de Maintenon had been again
scheming in order to be declared Queen; that the King
had had the weakness to promise she-should be, and
that the declaration was about to be made. He put
some papers in his hand, and at once went straight to
the King, who was in a very private room. Seeing
Louvois at an unexpected hour, he asked him what
brought him there. " Something pressing and im-
portant," replied Louvois, with a sad manner that
astonished the King, and induced him to command
the valets presents to quit the room. They went
away in fact, but left the door open, so that they could
hear all, and see all, too, by the glass. This was the
great danger of the cabinets.

The valets being gone, Louvois did not dissimulate
from the King his mission. The monarch was often
false, but incapable of rising above his own falsehood.
Surprised at being discovered, he tried to shuffle out
of the matter, and pressed by his minister, began to
move so as to gain the other cabinet where the valets
were, and thus deliver himself from this hobble. But
Louvois, who perceived what he was about, threw
himself on his knees and stopped him, drew from his